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ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS — WATER FOR FOOD PROGRAM 

76. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Water: 
The minister recently announced the second stage of the Water for Food program, including a project in the 
midlands in my electorate. Can the minister please update the house on this project and how it will support 
economic diversification in regional Western Australia? 

Ms M.J. DAVIES replied: 
I thank the member for Moore for the question and for his interest in water-related issues in his electorate. He is 
a great advocate for his electorate, which I am sure all ministers have experienced. 

Last year the Liberal–National government announced the Water for Food program, which is a $40 million 
investment in expanding irrigated agriculture across the state. It is part of the royalties for regions Seizing the 
Opportunity Agriculture program, which is a $300 million investment into agriculture—the biggest this state has 
ever seen. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, are you somewhat agitated today? Please let the minister answer. 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: A few weeks ago I announced stage 2 of this program, which is $24.5 million into 
seven separate projects that cover the length and breadth of the state. In the member for Moore’s patch, where 
there is already a significant horticultural precinct, we will be undertaking a detailed groundwater investigation 
and identifying suitable land to support the development of horticultural precincts. In the Myalup–Wellington 
area we are going to explore alternative water supply options for both the Myalup irrigated agricultural precinct 
and the Collie River irrigation district. Wellington Dam is a very significant resource in that area but its salinity 
level is limiting the capacity for industry to grow in that space. In preparing for this project we have actually — 

Mr M.P. Murray: You took the money away from the desal plant, you dill! 
Ms M.J. DAVIES: Does the member — 
Several members interjected. 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: Straight to the bottom of the barrel. 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I think the comment was unparliamentary, and I ask you to instruct the member for  
Collie–Preston to withdraw it. 

The SPEAKER: I heard something about a desal plant. I never heard anything else. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: Clearly the member has absolutely no interest in the growers in his electorate and what we 
are doing. 

Several members interjected. 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: No, he does not! There has been no advocacy into my office in relation to that matter! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Collie-Preston, I call you to order for the first time. Through the Chair, please, 
minister. 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: At the end of last year, in preparation for launching this project, we established a steering 
group. We invited key stakeholders to be part of the rolling out of this project. We have some key technical 
expertise, government representatives and industry on that steering group, assisting us to come up with solutions 
to ensure we have great outcomes for growers in that region. Previously all the work in that area has been about 
improving water quality in the dam, but the focus of that particular project is changing to providing fit-for-
purpose water below the dam wall. 

Mr M.P. Murray: You can’t fix it, whatever you do. You can’t fix it. 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: Quiet! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Collie-Preston! 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: It is okay, Mr Speaker. The member has never made any advocacy on behalf of his 
electorate. 
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Mr M.P. Murray: You’d better have a look in Hansard. 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: But not to me, member! 

In the Gascoyne, we are investigating the scale and quality of the alluvial waters up the river from where we 
have done a considerable amount of work as part of the Gascoyne food bowl initiative; that will be between 
Rocky Pool and Kennedy Range. In the southern forests area, we will be assessing some options for community 
dam structures that are already in place in Tasmania, having been pushed by very progressive growers down 
there. In the Kimberley, where we have wonderful water resources around west Canning Basin and 
Bonaparte Plains, we are looking at proving up the reliability and presence of water to support high-value 
horticultural production. The final project is to digitise our paper-based records so that industry and government 
can access the immense amount of information we have in that space. It is an absolutely fantastic opportunity for 
the state. It is about finding ways to lift production. We are creating jobs and changing communities and 
industry, and it is a great and fantastic outcome for Western Australia. 
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